Forton Parish Council							2026 – 2027
Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held at
Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on Monday 13th April 2026 at 7pm
	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Wesley Wilson, Sue Tresilian, June Farebrother, County Cllr Matthew Salter, Marianne Unwin - Democratic Services and Scrutiny Manager (WBC), Jo Billington – Monitoring Officer (WBC)
	

Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
	
Note

	
	

	2124. Apologies for Absence: 
Cllr Neil Wigglesworth, Cllr Andrew Redmayne, Cllr Lesley Dodgson, Borough Cllr Charlotte Walker, PCSO Denise Creighton
	
Note

	
	

	2125. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	2126. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2026 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	2127. Public Participation
Members of the public present – 1
Borough Councillor Walker was unable to attend the meeting due to a pre council labour group meeting, but issued the following written update:-
I have not had any contact from residents since the last meeting. The food waste collections will start this week with the larger of the two bins going out each week with the normal bins that go out. Garden waste bin collection subscriptions are due for renewal by the end June and residents can get a slight reduction by paying early.
As always if any councillor/resident requires any support, do not hesitate to contact me.
	

	
	

	2128. Register of Interest Forms – Marianne Unwin (Democratic Services & Scrutiny Manager) and Jo Billington (Monitoring Officer)
Marianne and Jo provided new register of interest templates and assisted councillors in completing.  Councillors addresses will be redacted before uploading to the Parish Council website.
Copy of the Code of conduct training slides were handed to the clerk to be copied and circulated to Councillors.
	
Note

	
	

	2129.  Planning
Application Number: 25/00894/FULMAJ
Proposal: Erection of dairy cattle building and attenuation pond (phase 1 of a 2-phase plan)
Location: Oak Field Farm Ratcliffe Wharf Lane Forton
Resolved: Clerk to advise planning the above application is outside our Parish and would not be commenting on the application.
	



Note

	
	

	2130. Milestone Society Heritage Direction Sign – situated on Gleaves Hill Lane
Friends of Real Lancashire emailed the Clerk asking for support in restoring a heritage direction sign situated on Gleaves Hill Lane on the west of the M6 Motorway Bridge at its junction with the back road to Forton Services.   County Cllr Salter advised that whilst there was no funding available, LCC would support any restoration works carried out.
	


Note


	
	

	2131. Update on damage to Bus Shelter 2500LA00457 Bay Horse
LCC Highways contacted the Clerk regarding the ownership of the wooden bus shelter, which has either blown or been pushed into a field just off the A6 (just before Potters Brook).  Ellel PC agreed this would be discussed at their Parish Council meeting on 9th March.  

Following Ellel PC meeting, their Clerk advised they do not have any funding to replace the shelter but have emailed LCC to ask their advice regarding the next steps. They also plan to speak to the landowner and simply make the area safe.
	




Note

	
	

	2132. New Community Hall Updates
Forton Parish Council would agree to sign a Deed of Covenant with Wyre council in order to receive the Persimmon S106 money for the new Community Hall.
Due to indexation, the money we  expect to receive is likely to rise to £562,000 once 49 houses on the Persimmon  site are occupied and the second payment to be made of the same amount once 98 houses are occupied.
This money will be handed over to Wyre Council and FPC will need to sign a Deed of Covenant in order to receive the money.  At this point we expect to receive a draft Deed of Covenant  which would be issued to the clerk.

The next Village Hall meeting is due to take place on14th April at 7.30 in the Village Hall  and their AGM  on 11th May in the pavilion.

The clerk. was asked to include the total expenditure by FPC  on the Community Hall on future agendas.
	






Note


Note


Clerk


	
	

	2133. Finance
The following payments for March were checked and agreed: -
· Easy Website - £64.68
· SLCC membership - £116.00
· Microsoft 365 subscription - £84.99
· Clerks Wages - £425.10
· Clerks expenses - £26.00
Approval was granted for the following payments:-
· Frances Forestry - £510.00
· Hollins Lane Methodist Church - £60.00
	


Note







	
	

	2134.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors
Parish Maintenance
Recent repairs carried out to footpath stiles have been carried out by Josh Whittingham.  The Clerk was asked to make payment for labour and materials at a cost of £619.82.
Hedges overgrown on footpaths on both sides of A6 have been reported by residents.
SPID
The council discussed maintenance of the SPiD devices given that one of the two regularly requires manual intervention. The maintenance requires one person using 2 ladders and a laptop computer whilst at height and was deemed unsafe. In addition, the cost and frequency of the maintenance by a professional organisation or equipment replacement was considered too expensive. As the visual warnings serve only as a deterrent and cannot be used to prosecute speeding drivers the council decided to continue to collect the data but not replace the equipment as and when it failed. 
	

Clerk



Note



Note

	
	

	2135.  Cllr Huddart updates
· Food waste collection has commenced this week.
· FPC will sign up green waste early bird offer as soon as it becomes available.
· Ros and Dave our volunteer litter pickers have now sold their property and moved out of Forton – Clerk to email a letter of thanks for their efforts.
· Are we as Councillors using our website – Cllr Huddart asked Councillors to review our website in advance of meetings.  Clerk to contact Easy Websites as Councillor images and names are incorrect.
· Amazon Locker – Cllr Huddart advised the cricket club has rejected this proposal for lockers to be sited at the club.
· Yearly reports from members / annual meeting – It was decided to have a public meeting at the start of the May meeting, where councillors could give a short account of what they have been doing, followed by opportunities for questions.
	
Note



Clerk



Clerk

Note


Councillors



	
	

	2136.  Clerks updates
No updates
	
Note

	
	

	2137. Date & Time of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting is Monday 11th May at 7pm. Items for the agenda and reports, to reach the Clerk before 2nd May 2026.
	
Note

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.30pm
	Note



Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
